
Ben Theis
Phil. 38

Extra Credit Assignment
 

Due: Monday, June 24th. (If you choose to do this assignment, bring it with you when you show up for the
final exam.) 

Write on one of the following options. (Actually, if you would like, you can write on both, but you will only
get credit for the one on which you score highest.)

OPTION 1.

Here is my all-time favorite Gettier example (from William W. Rozeboom's "Why I Know So Much More
Than You Do," American Philosophical Quarterly 4, 4, 1967):

"Estranged from his wife and beset by financial troubles, John Duosmith has become
conspicuously despondent. Today, a man's body is found in Duosmiths's hotel room with
Duosmith's revolver in its hand, a bullet therefrom in its head, and a suicide note signed by
Duosmith on the table. Mrs. Duosmith identifies the body as that of her husband, pointing out
his characteristic birthmark, the private details of their recent quarrel cited in the note, and so
on for many other items which make it overwhelmingly evident that the corpse of John
Duosmith lies before her, and hence that her husband is dead.

"And John Duosmith is indeed dead. But what has happened is this: Last night, Duosmith
received a secret visit from his identical twin brother Jim, a petty criminal whose existence John
had concealed from his wife and who now begged John to hide him from certain colleagues
seeking retribution for something Jim had done. Seeking a chance to make a new life for
himself, John shot his brother and arranged the scene to appear as though he, John, had killed
himself. But as John left the hotel, he was spotted by Jim's pursuers who, mistaking him for his
twin, promptly executed their plans for Jim's demise." 

This example has everything: characters with ridiculous names, a pair of twins, a faked suicide and a mob
hit! And, of course, it is a Gettier example because Mrs. Duosmith's has a justified true belief that her
husband is dead, but (at least according to Rozeboom's intuitions) this belief does not count as knowledge.

Your task: Construct your own Gettier example.

If you choose this option, you need to:

1. Describe, in appropriate detail, your example.
2. Explain how this example serves as a Gettier example. (Explain how it is a counterexample to the JTB

account of knowledge.)

Points will be awarded, first and foremost, on whether you've actually described a case that serves as a
Gettier example. Additional points will be given for creativity and originality. (Additional points can also be
earned if your example serves as a counterexample to one, or more, of the four responses to Gettier that
we looked at.)

OPTION 2. Intuitive Judgements.

At various points in the course, I appealed to our intuitive judgements as a way to test different accounts of
knowledge or justification. For example, I would often describe a case where a subject forms a belief and
would ask whether we intuitively feel that the subject has knowledge or is justified.

1. Do you think that this reliance on our intuitive judgements is a good way to approach questions about
knowledge and justification?



2. Defend your answer.

As always, come see me if you have any questions about either of these options.

Good Luck!
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