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Summary

In the version the children will probably already know, a little girl named Goldilocks goes for a walk in the forest and
comes upon a house. She enters, and finds, to her delight, three bowls of porridge. The first one she tastes is too hot,
the next too cold but the third one just right so she eats it all up. She finds three different size chairs; she tries them out
and finds the first one too hard, the next too soft, and then the little one just right - but it breaks when she sits in it. As
she wanders in the home she finds three beds and tries them out. The first bed is too hard, the next too soft, but the
third is just right, and she curls up and falls asleep. Meanwhile the owners come home. They happen to be three bears:
Papa, Mama and little baby bear. They discover what she has done to their porridge, chairs and finally their beds. She
wakes with a fright when she sees and hears the bears; she jumps from the bed and runs away as fast as she can.

In this, the first known printed version, many details are different.

Guidelines for Philosophical Discussion

By: Joseph LaCoste and Mikala Smith; edited by Leo Heska

Most of the students in the class have probably heard or read the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The
facilitator may hence, ask, who has never heard of this story before? And explain that this version might be different
than the one they're used to.

The moral reasoning of the story is strung between self concern/preservation and transgressive social rule breaking.

The theme in the story - how your actions might hurt others - is illustrated through the concept of trespassing. When
the old woman (or Goldilocks in other versions) hears no answer after knocking on the door she proceeds inside where
she samples the bears' porridge, sits in their chairs, and finally falls asleep in the comfiest bed. She has made herself
right at home; apparently she does not consider whose house she is in and when they will be returning home.

Another philosophical topic is selfishness. The common fable repetition of three involves the protagonist trying three
of everything until it is just right! Her actions show her perfectionism: after all, you would think she would be satisfied
with the first sample, these are not even her belongings. She carries a sense of entitlement to what does not belong to
her. Modern terms like "Goldilocks planet" and "Goldilocks economy" suggest this driving towards perfect
satisfaction, equilibrium. Children may discuss and attempt to determine what is "just right!"

Post-story activities could include the children writing an apology letter to the Three Bears, or rewriting the story from
the perspective of the Three Bears.

Warm-up Questions

The story has changed over time. Does the nature of the protagonist matter? 

1. Has everyone heard the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears? 
2. Do you know what a "version" is or means? 
3. How is this story different from the version you have heard?
4. One scholar, who wrote an English book for children that contained this version of the story, said: "[A] strong

animal tale like the famous Story of the Three Bears loses itself completely in the sentimental, kindergartenized
Goldie Locks, now too widely current." Do you agree?



Questions for Philosophical Discussion

1. Does it matter if it's a pretty little girl with golden hair, or an evil, ugly, old woman?
2. Should a little girl be punished? She's just a little girl.
3. Should an old lady be punished? Maybe because she is a grownup and should know better, behave better?
4. What would be some excuses the old lady might have?

The author makes the old lady seem pretty unpleasant. Does that mean we should not accept her excuses?
What if she is a habitual criminal? [Explain what "habitual criminal" means, if necessary.] 

In the story she goes into the house and uses the things in the house without permission.

1. Has anyone ever used anything that belonged to you without your permission? 
How did you feel? 
Why did you feel this way? Is there even a reason?

2. [Read some or all of the Toddlers' Property Laws] Is this how little kids really are?'
Is this something you just grow out of?
Do you have to be taught?
How could you learn to share if you start out like the toddlers?
Could she say to the bears "Well, you have to share?" or "You are supposed to share?" or "It is right (or
polite) to share?" 

3. Tell some examples of cases when it is ok to use something that belongs to someone without their permission. 
Tell us some ways these cases are different from each other.

4. Tell some examples of cases when it is not OK to use something that belongs to someone without their
permission.

Tell us some ways these cases are different from each other.
Tell us how these cases, when it is not OK, are different from the cases when it is OK.

5. Is everything owned by somebody?
If there are things that aren't owned by anyone, give some examples.
Are these things truly not owned, or is it just that we don't know the owner?

6. Should everything be owned by somebody? 
7. What if everything was owned by one person. Would you need their permission t have a drink of water? 
8. What if everything was owned by others, not just one person, but you didn't own anything?
9. Why do we own things anyway? 

Can you think of a case in which this reason doesn't apply? In other words can you falsify this claim?

The story abruptly concludes with the old lady jumping out the window.

1. Why did she run away?
2. How do you think the bears felt that someone was in their house without their permission?
3. How do you think the bears feel when she escaped with no explanation or apology?
4. What could be another way to end the story?
5. Was she sorry or was she just afraid? 

Can these ever be the same thing?
6. [Note, Robert Southey published the story in 1837 but had been telling it since 1813, and he did not create it,

only retold it.] Bears nowadays are considered cute and people don't fear them. But 200 years ago, people were
scared of bears. 

Does this matter? 
Would it be OK for her to steal from the bears and break their things because they might eat her up?
In other words, would the bears be her enemy and if so is it OK to do bad things to them? 
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