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Summary

When Crocodile gets tired of sharing a crowded pool with all the other crocs, he ventures out to discover new places
to hang out. Each time he finds a place that he enjoys, the other crocs -- the "copy crocs" -- quickly join him in his
new stomping ground - much to Crocodile's chagrin. Will Crocodile ever learn to share?

Guidelines for Philosophical Discussion

By Allison Drutchas

We've all heard the old platitude, "imitation is the sincerest form of flattery." However, when we take a closer look at
copying behavior, we discover that there are a number of philosophical questions underlying every "copycat" incident.
For instance, most of us would not condemn me for copying a friend's outfit, hairstyle, or hangout spot. But when
imitation took the form of copying a friend's academic work, why would it be inappropriate, even morally
reprehensible? In either case, I would be taking my friend's idea, or what may more formally be considered my
friend's intellectual property. In the academic realm, utilizing another's intellectual property is acceptable, so long as
we give the source adequate credit. Is this also true in copy crocs' case? That is, is copying someone else's behavior
without acknowledging that it is theirs in some way as blameworthy as using someone else's academic writing without
a proper citation?

One might respond by appealing to a difference in consequences. In terms of consequences, it's just not that big of a
deal to copy someone's clothes or where they like to hang out. It just makes that style or place more popular, and
maybe the person who found it slightly annoyed. This is unlike the case of academic work. In that case, careers and
diplomas are at stake. In taking this intuitively appealing approach, we are using a particular philosophical framework
for making normative judgments: consequentialism. Loosely, a consequentialist posits that whether an act is morally
right or wrong should be determined by the consequences of that act.

The other crocs in this story inspire us to think not only about intellectual property, but also about property more
generally. They matter-of-factly tell Crocodile that the pool is not his pool and that the mountain is not his mountain.
What does make something yours? What makes something your private property? We often think that if something is
your private property, you have special, if not exclusive, access to it. How do we justify these special rights? Many
philosophers have tackled this question. John Locke posited that you make previously unclaimed land and natural
resources yours, your private property, when you "mix" your labor with it. So, if you pick an orange, that orange is
yours because you made the effort to pick it; you mixed your labor with it. This view, though intuitively appealing,
certainly has puzzling elements. How exactly do we define what mixing your labor with something results in? When
you picked the orange, did that particular orange become your property or did the whole tree become your property?
This is not to mention that Locke's theory does not clearly apply to cases where the entity in question is already
privately owned.

Throughout the story, Crocodile also realizes that he likes exploring on his own as well as spending time with the other
crocs. He comes to the conclusion that the good life for him is balanced. Aristotle thought that reaching eudaimonia,
loosely translated as "happiness," is the ultimate end for a human being. In order to reach eudaimonia, one must
become a man (Aristotle's gender bias, not mine) of practical wisdom. The man of practical wisdom's behavior always
consists in a mean between two extremes, and this mean is fitting to his circumstances. In a dangerous situation, a man
of practical wisdom would determine how to take action in a way that fits between the extremes of being cowardly and
being reckless - he would be courageous. In this story, Crocodile finds the proper mean between being entirely solitary
and overly social.



Questions for Philosophical Discussion

Topic: Imitation

Crocodile shouts at the other crocs, "Stop copying me!"

1. Have you ever copied someone else? Why did you copy them?
2. Has anyone ever copied you? 

What did they copy? 
Did that annoy you? 
Why do you suppose that was? Why can copying a person be so very bothersome?

3. Do you think that copying Crocodile's hangout places (e.g. the muddy pool, the river, the mountain) is different
from copying Crocodile's drawing, or story that he wrote?

Suppose you say "I am going to sing this song that my friend made up and I am going to sing it just like
they did." Is that OK?
Now suppose you say "I am going to sing this song that I made up." But you sing your friend's song. Is
that OK?
What about if you just sing the song and don't say anything?

4. Is copying someone's idea the same thing as stealing someone's idea?
5. Does it matter if you give them credit?
6. Can you really steal an idea? What exactly does that mean?
7. Can anyone ever own an idea?

What about if you never tell anyone else the idea?
8. Can it really be stealing if you still have the thing afterward?

If I take your toy away from you, without your permission, you don't have it any more. Is that stealing?
If I copy your song and go somewhere and sing it, without your permission, you still have the song. 

Is that stealing?
Is it just copying?
Is it wrong?

Suppose we are carrying things and you find a better way to carry. I copy you and now I, just like you, are
able to carry the things more easily.

Is that wrong?
Should I need your permission?

9. Do the other crocs give Crocodile any credit for finding the new places to hang out? 
What if they claimed that they had found the cool places to hang out? Would that be wrong or unfair?

10. Crocodile enjoyed the mud-filled pool alone. When the other crocs joined him, it was a crowded, rowdy pool.
Were they even having the same experience?
Did they enjoy it?
Did crocodile enjoy it?
If they enjoyed it but he did not, could it be the same experience?
Did they "ruin it?"
If they did ruin it, was it because of the copying, or the crowding, or something else?

Topic: Consequentialism

Crocodile asks, "Why do you keep copying me?" The other crocs respond, "Because you're always doing new, fun
things."

1. Why do the other crocs copy Crocodile?
2. Are the other crocs doing something wrong when they copy Crocodile?

Does it feel wrong to him? Or maybe just annoying to him?
Is it wrong just because it annoys him?
Do they have the right to join him in his fun things, even if he feels that that ruins it for him?



3. Does anything bad happen to crocodile when the other crocs copy him?
4. What Crocodile wrote a story, and the other crocs copied it? Would anything bad happen to Crocodile then?
5. Do you know what a test is? [Explain if necessary.]

Suppose someone wants to test your knowledge of arithmetic. Also suppose that instead of coming up
with your own answers, you find them in a book and copy them down. Is this wrong?
What about if two of you are taking the same test and you copy the other person's answers?
What if you don't claim that you came up with your own answers?
What if the person you copy from says it is OK?

6. Tests are ususally given by authorities. [Explain if necessary.] They usually say that copying is not OK by them.
They would call this kind of copying one kind of "cheating."

If you do it anyway, is that wrong? Just because they say it is?
What happens if you do it and get caught? [Note that the children may or may not know the answer to
this. You may give some example consequences, as appropriate and if you know any.]
What happens if you do it and you never get caught? [As above, give examples if you know any.]
What happens if you refuse to take the test?

7. What happens to Crocodile when the other crocs copy his hangout place?
8. Does it even make sense to compare the two kinds of "copying?" Is this just one of those situations where the

same word means two different things?
9. What are the consequences of the two kinds of "copying?"

What about the consequences of someone playing "copycat" and mimicing your every word, movement,
and gesture?

Topic: Property

The other crocs tell Crocodile, "We can sit here if we want. It's not YOUR mountain."

1. Do you think the mountain is Crocodile's mountain? Do you think it belongs only to Crocodile?
2. What about in the real world? Could a mountain, or other area of land, or perhaps a body of water, belong to

just one person?
What does that mean?

Can they do anything they want to with that piece of property?
Could they wreck the mountain if they wanted to?
If you own a stream is it OK to boil it so that it turns into steam and ceases to exist?

What happens to your mountain, or stream, or bit of land, after you die?
What happens if the government changes? [You may have to do some explaining here, possibly giving
examples of ownership changing hands when governments change.]

3. Do you have anything that belongs only to you and not to anyone else?
4. Why does it belong only to you and not anyone else?
5. Do you like having things that belong only to you?
6. If something belongs only to you, should other people be allowed to use it?
7. If something belongs only to you, should you have to share it?
8. What if something used to belong to your friend, and then your friend gave it to you? Can it still belong only to

you?
9. Can something belong to a lot of people all at the same time? Or does it have to belong only to one person?

10. When an artist sells a painting, the buyer can do what they want with it. They can:
Hang it in a place where everyone can see it.
Hang it in a place where only they can see it.
Stick it in an attic or a vault where no one can see it.
Destroy it.

But we still say that the painting "is" the artist's. So, for example, if Pablo Picasso or Vincent Van Gogh painted
a painting, we still say that it is "their" painting. For example we talk of "Van Gogh's 'Starry Starry Night'" even
though Van Gogh is dead now.

Suppose someone named Jenny buys the painting. Is it now "Jenny's 'Starry Starry Night'?"
How could it be both Jenny's and Van Gogh's?



One kind of belonging is ownership, the other is authorship. How are these different?
If Vincent Van Gogh were still alive, would he have any rights to the painting "Starry Starry Night" even
after he sold it?

Topic: Relativism

Crocodile "never knew his pool was so big" until he was the only one in it, until it was empty. Also, Crocodile thought
there was only room for one at the top of the mountain, but he finds out later that all of the Crocodiles fit on the
mountain.

1. Are you big? Why do you think you are or aren't? Does it matter whom or what you're with, or around?
2. Can you just say that you are big or small? Or do you have to say that you are bigger or smaller than something

else?
3. Crocodile "never knew that his pool was so big" until it was empty. Was the pool always big, or is it only big

because Crocodile is alone in the pool?
4. Can something be big, but you don't realize that it is big?
5. Can we just say that something is good or bad? Or do we have to say it is better or worse than something else?

Topic: The Good Life

When the other crocs surprised him, "Crocodile felt wonderful."

1. Do you like to spend time by yourself?
2. Do you like to spend time with other people?
3. Which do you like better, spending time by yourself or spending time with other people?
4. Are there certain times when you would rather be by yourself? 

Are there certain times when you would rather be with other people?
5. Is it a good thing to be by yourself all the time?

Is it a good thing to be with other people all the time?
6. Do you like doing new things, things that you've never done before?
7. What is something that you have done a lot of times?
8. Is it better, doing new things, or doing things that you've a lot of times?

Or are they both good?
If they are both good, when is it good to do new things, when is it good to do things you've done lots of
times?
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