
I Know the Moon

Author: Stephen Axel Anderson

Summary 

All of the animals have their own concept of the moon. They have an argument as to whose concept is the correct one.
The owl interrupts them and says, "There is but one moon, we shall have but one answer." They go to a man of
science to find out the truth about the moon. When he tells them it can be only known through words, the animals are
dissatisfied with his answer.

Guidelines for Philosophical Discussion 

by Paula A. Carpentier, modified by Leo Heska

I Know the Moon is a story about perception and the search for what is true. Each of the creatures in the book has their
own idea of what the moon is, and each of them think they're right. When their arguments lead nowhere, the night
creatures turn to the Man of Science. Surely he will be able to settle their dispute. However, the man of science knows
the moon only through books. His moon is nothing like theirs. All of the animals still believe that their perception of
the moon is correct. In the end they all look at the moon silently together.

This book was not written specifically to teach children philosophy, however it has many philosophical ideas hidden
within it. There are specifically at least three strains of questions: 

1. Is there only one truth? The aim of these questions is to get the children to think about whether there is only
one right answer for questions in the world. Children naturally ask questions all of the time, but do they
necessarily expect that there is only one true answer? These questions aid the children to start questioning the
idea of truth. There is often only one "right" answer within a traditional institutional classroom setting, or within
prepackaged curricula such as many homeschoolers us. However, there are a lot of questions in this world that
don't seem to have only one answer. These questions may also bring discussion about how we can arrive at
truth. 

Is it all right to agree to disagree? Can everyone have their own perception of an idea that is true to them? Can
truth be relative? These questions are basically aimed at getting the children to question the concept that there
might not always be a "right" answer for questions about the world.

2. How do you know what you know? These questions try to get the kids to question how we acquire knowledge.
Are you born knowing things? Do you learn from other things or from just being? When you "learn" things, is it
possible that you already knew them and it just took something to awaken this knowledge within you? These are
questions that children may already wonder about. They are told that they need to learn, but what? The idea of
knowledge itself is often not addressed. Adults question the idea of knowledge all of the time. It makes sense to
ask children what they think about knowledge because they are going to be spending many years acquiring it.
They will also be subjected to "anti-knowledge" and in fact already are, in the form of commercial
advertisements directed at them. Children should be able to question what knowledge is and how we know
things. These questions are aimed to let children explore the idea of knowledge as well as the ways it may be
acquired, if indeed it is acquired.

3. Can words express everything? These questions ask children what words are and whether words can express
everything in the world. Children as well as adults will often feel that they can not find words to express what
they mean. Does this mean that their vocabulary just is not large enough? Could it be that we just can not
express everything through words? Do words shape what we can communicate? Can we learn everything there
is to know by reading words? Are there some things that may only be learned through experience? Can some
things only be felt and not expressed? These questions also bring up the idea of other forms of communication



that are outside of word usage, such as dance or physical contact (hugs and kisses). Ultimately, these questions
are geared to ask whether words can sufficiently express what we feel and know. Is it possible that we would
have different thoughts if we spoke a different language because the words within that language are different?
These questions allow children to think about the words they speak every day, and how they allow them to
communicate.

Some of the questions are inspired by "The Man of Science," a dogmatic ivory-tower academician. Are dogmatism
and authoritarianism male attributes? Masculine characteristics? These kids will be growing up into and building a
world with a lot of equality of opportunity. Yet they have already noticed sex-linked differences in behavior, attitude,
and thinking. When discussing the book Knuffle Bunny, in response to the question "Why did Trixie wave her hand?,"
one eight-year-old answered "To get her daddy's attention because daddies aren't girls." I doubt that anyone had
indoctrinated this 8-year-old, who very much loved her own daddy, a very good man (who was very comfortable
pursuing interests that could be perceived as feminine). Rather, she had witnessed moms spending more time taking
care of children, and paying more attention to them, and she came up with this observation on her own. Children do
notice these things and are going for the rest of their lives to be dealing with these questions, figuring out for
themselves just what is really true.

Questions for Philosophical Discussion

From the Teaching Children Philosophy website, modified and augmented by Leo Heska

All the animals had a different idea of what the moon is. Each of the animals was convinced they knew the moon, and
they all begin to bicker. The owl broke up the fight and said, "There is but one moon, we shall have but one answer."

1. When you look at the moon what do you see?
2. How did you get that idea?
3. Do you think there is only one right answer to what the moon is?
4. Have you ever been in an argument?
5. When you had an argument, how did you settle the argument?
6. Did you change the other person's mind? Did they change your mind? Neither? A little bit of both?
7. Can it be possible for people to disagree about something and still get along, work together, live together, play

together?
8. What if it is something important?
9. Can you think of cases in which all of the people in an argument are right, and cases in which there is only one

true answer?
10. When there is only one answer, how do you know which is right?

The animals go to the Man of Science to find out the truth about the moon.

1. Who would you go to to find out the truth?
2. How do you think that person knows the truth?
3. Did you know that there was a time when most people thought that scientists should be men? And would not

really listen to a "lady scientist?" Or even believe that a lady or woman could really be a scientist? Do you
know when that was? [Possible answer: that time mostly ended before you were born. But there are still some
people that believe/think that way today.]

4. This book was written in the year 2001. Did people still think that only men could be scientists in 2001?
[Answer: No, most people in 2001 knew that women could be good scientists.]

5. Why did the author say "Man of Science" and not  "Woman of Science?" Why not just "scientist?" Is the feeling
different?

6. Can "The Man" mean something different from just one particular man? [Note: it used to be slang for "police"
and the term was also used to refer to the power structure in general, especially by feminists.]

7. Was he really a Man of Science, or more like a Man of Authority?
8. What does it mean, to be an authority on a subject?
9. What does it mean, to have authority like a judge or boss does?



10. If something is written in a science book, does that make it true?
11. Can science give us the answers for everything?

The Man of Science believed the moon can only be known through words. He said, "Facts and figures all in orbit!
Read the moon then absorb it." The fox however, said "The Man says it's made of letters. I know it's more the spaces in
between."

1. The Man says "Facts and figures all in orbit! Read the moon then absorb it."
2. The fox says "The Man says it's made of letters. I know it's more the spaces in between." How can this be true?

[At this point, I like to take a scissors to a largish piece of paper with big letters on it, cutting out spaces, and ask
the children if the knowledge about the moon is contained in those spaces/blank pieces of paper. This can also
be done less messily as a thought experiment.]

3. That's just part of what the fox said. Here's more: "It takes more than words to know the moon, it must be
chased and felt and seen. The Man says it's made of letters. I know it's more the spaces in between." Now, with
this bigger quote, what does the fox mean?

4. Let's make a list of ways we can communicate without words. For example: a smile.
5. Have you ever tried to say something, but couldn't think of the words to say it?
6. Can you always use words to explain things?
7. Do you speak another language?
8. Are there things you can say in it that you cannot say in English? [Depending on your own multilingual ability

and your kids' background you may be able to come up with examples.]
9. Is using words always the strongest way to communicate, or can some of the things on our list better express our

thoughts or feelings?

The Man of Science said that you must look to words to know the moon. The fox doesn't agree and says that the moon
must be chased and felt and seen. All of the animals still feel strongly that their moon is the real one.

1. Have you ever strongly felt that you know you are right about something, even though everyone tells you that
you are wrong?

2. When you feel that you are right, how do you know you are right?
3. Are you born knowing these ideas or do you know what you know because someone told you?
4. How do you think you acquire knowledge?
5. Have you ever tried to express something, but couldn't think of the words to express it?
6. Can words explain everything that exists in the world?
7. If you had a big enough dictionary, could you learn precisely, completely, and accurately about every thing in

the world?
8. Can you learn about everything in the world by reading?
9. Can we express our feelings or ideas without using words?

Original material from www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org used and republished under Attribution-Non Commercial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
license. Additional material and/or revisions by Leo Heska published under that same license.

http://www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

	Local Disk
	I Know the Moon - Teaching Children Philosophy


