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Summary

by jayme johnson

When Sally wonders what it must have been like for her favorite elderly neighbor when she was a little girl, we find
out just how much Sally loves her. She imagines herself as the woman in her youth, and how there must have been a
nice elderly neighbor whom she too loved very much.

Guidelines for Philosophical Discussion

by jayme johnson

I Know a Lady is a heart-warming story of a young girl's love for her elderly neighbor, and the deep appreciation she
has for all that the old woman does for the neighborhood children.

At first look, this story is not one that lends itself to any kind of deep philosophical investigation. However, a little
scratching at the surface, and we can find a variety of philosophical themes worthy of discussion. The many sets of
questions below focus on different topics that emerge as the story is told. While many of these questions leave the
story behind, and explore the individual topics more autonomously, it can be an interesting exercise to relate these
discussions back to the story somehow.

Questions for Philosophical Discussion

by Gareth Matthews and jayme johnson, augmented and modified by Leo Heska

The Lady on the block lives alone.

1. Do you think it would be difficult to live alone?
2. Why do you think it is easier for some people than for others?
3. Have you ever been alone for a long period of time? Was it easy or difficult?
4. Can you think of an example where it might be good to experience being alone?
5. Is being alone the same as being lonely? Do you think the Lady on the block is lonely?

The lady gives her neighbors daffodils, zinnias, chrysanthemums, and red holly berries.

1. Why do people give presents?
2. Do you think that there is an important need for giving gifts? What if people didn't?
3. Do you need a reason to give someone a present?
4. Is there ever a time when it might be wrong or bad to give or accept a gift?
5. What does it mean, to give a present?

If you charge money, or ask them for money after you give it, is it still a gift?
What if you take it back?
What if you don't take it back "for keeps," but use it sometimes?

6. If you give someone a gift and they give it to someone else, is this wrong, or bad?
What about if they sell it? 
What about if they lose it, or throw it away, or smash it?
Does the receiver or recipient of a gift, have an obligation to the giver?
If that is true then is a gift really freely given?



The lady waves to the neighbourhood children on their way to school. She smiles at them on their way home.

1. Why are people sometimes friendly?
2. Why are some people friendly and others not?
3. What does it mean, to be friendly? How can you tell if someone is or is not?
4. Is being friendly similar to giving a gift? 
5. Is it important for people to be friendly to one another?
6. Do other animals besides people do things to be friendly to one another?
7. Are these actions important to understanding the animal?
8. People sometimes say that an act of kindness is "just being human," or speak of being "humane." 

If an animal acts in a way that is obviously kind, does that mean that they are human?
Is it the case that animals can't be kind because they are not human? It just looks like they're being kind?

The lady invites the neighborhood children to celebrate Halloween and Christmas.

1. Why do people celebrate special days such as Halloween, Christmas, and Hanukkah?
2. Does your family celebrate a special day that other families do not celebrate?
3. What are some of the traditional stories that accompany holiday celebrations?
4. Is it important to know the customs for celebrating holidays?
5. Is it important to know the history and reasons for the holidays?

The lady knows Sally's name and the name of Sally's dog.

1. Is it important to know a person's name? Think of several reasons.
2. Can you be friends with someone without knowing his or her name?
3. Is it important to know the name of a cat or dog?
4. Can you give an object any name you wish? Why do some people name pets, places and objects?

The lady was once a little girl.

1. Can you imagine what the lady was like as a little girl? If so, how can you tell?
2. Do you ever imagine yourself as an elderly man or woman?
3. Have you seen photographs of your parents or grandparents as children? Are these pictures interesting?
4. Have you seen a photograph of yourself as a baby?
5. How do you feel about seeing yourself much younger?

When the lady was a little girl, perhaps she knew an older woman who did the same things that the lady does now.

1. Do you suppose your mother imitates what her mother once did, or that your father ever imitates his father?
2. Do you ever copy your older brother's or sister's actions?
3. Do you ever copy the older children at school?
4. Is it important to copy others? If so, when?
5. Do animals ever copy one another?

Sally imagines trading places with the lady.

1. Can you imagine your parents as children? What might they have been like?
2. Can you imagine being the mother or father of your own mom or dad? What might you be like?
3. Can adults and children be friends?
4. Is it good to have friends your own age?
5. Is it good to have older and younger friends?
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