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Summary 
Annabelle finds a box of colorful yarn and knits sweaters for everyone in her town, then moves on to knit 
sweaters for trees and buildings and cars. She never runs out of yarn. One day an archduke offers to buy her box 
of colorful yarn for ten million dollars, but Annabelle refuses to sell it. At night, the archduke steals the box of 
yarn, but when he opens the box, he finds it empty. 

Guidelines for Philosophical Discussion 
by Chan Jamin

Children start off their lives believing in magic. The world is magic to a newborn baby, before it even knows 
what the word means. As children grow up, they watch cartoons and movies with flying cars, talking animals 
and characters who defy every possible law of nature. This all seems normal to them, until someone tells them 
that these things are impossible, that it's "magic." 

In Extra Yarn, magic comes up for two reasons: 

1. The yarn in the box never runs out 
2. When the archduke steals the box, the yarn disappears, only to later reappear for Annabelle 

Extra Yarn can be used as a portal into the discussion about magic. The book may not play an important role in 
the discussion, but that is good because we want the children to be able to think beyond the book. Early on in 
the discussion, ask which kids believe in magic, and which do not. Hopefully, some of them no longer believe 
in magic and will dismiss all seemingly magical occurrences. However, this is interesting, because even the 
children who do not believe in magic will be able to talk about the possibility of magic. 
Unlike a lot of philosophy for children discussions, this discussion may not revolve around disagreement. 
Should the group agree that the box is in fact magic, go on to talk about the definition of magic and the 
characteristics that make an object magical. Delve into the fine line between magic, science and tricks. Could a 
rainbow be magical for someone who does not understand the phenomenon? Science does some very magical 
things every day, but we do not call it magic. Why not? 
What makes something magic? If your grandma walked into the room one day and flew circles around the 
room, you would no doubt be very surprised. A lot of people may even go on to the extent of denying it ever 
happened, even if they saw it with their own eyes. This is because we have never seen anything like it happen 
before, and we believe it to be scientifically impossible. And some of us believe that scientifically impossible 
things cannot happen. But, if someone were to explain that due to certain gravitational forces and other 
variables, it is scientifically possible that a person could fly, then the "magic" becomes no longer magic, but 
cool science. Similarly, we all think magic tricks are real until someone explains them to us, and then they lose 
their magical quality. So is everything that is magical simply something that is unexplained? Is magic 
something that has to be seen with the eye? What about when Annabelle realized Nate was just jealous of her 
sweater? How did she know that? Was that magical? If so, what's the difference between that sort of magic, and 
the magic of the box of yarn? 
All these are very interesting and important questions when it comes to deciding whether there is a place for 
magic within one's world. Children will come to understand that everyone has their own interpretation of things, 
but that doesn't mean disagreement is inevitable. Meanings and impressions can and will overlap, and the book 
teaches children how to proceed deeper into a discussion even after a consensus is made. Just because everyone 
agrees does not mean that there is nothing more to be said. 
In addition to several questions on leading the philosophy of magic discussion, there are also several questions 
on other topics that can be brought up through the reading of Extra Yarn. 



Questions for Philosophical Discussion 
From Teaching Children Philosophy website, augmented and modified by Leo Heska

Magic 

1. Could this story really happen? (Or, could the events in this story have really taken place)? 
2. Could Annabelle's box of yarn really exist?
3. Can we say that the box of yarn was magical? 
4. Does magic exist? 
5. What makes something magical? 
6. When a magician makes a rabbit come out of a hat, is that magic? (Or is it a trick?) 
7. If we agree that the box was magical, why was it only magical for Annabelle?  
8. Can magic mean something different? Can magic happen besides with physical objects? What might be 

magic that isn't physical? (examples: the "getting it" of sudden understanding or understanding 
something "finally," love (maternal, romantic), the "gelling" of a group). 

9. What is similar ("alike") between physical magic and non-physical magic?

Money and Happiness

"Ten million!" shouted the archduke. "Take it or leave it!"
"Leave it," said Annabelle. "I won't sell the yarn."

1. Why didn't Annabelle want to sell the yarn?
2. Would you have sold the yarn?
3. Ten million is a lot of money. Do you think Annabelle should have sold the yarn?
4. Why do you think the archduke was willing to pay so much for the box of yarn?
5. Would the archduke really be happy if Annabelle had sold him the yarn?
6. Would Annabelle have been happy if she had given the archduke the yarn?
7. Can money buy happiness? 
8. Can lack of money cause unhappiness? 
9. Can you or others find ways to be happy even without money?

Generosity & Sharing
1. Is it good to give things? 
2. Is it good to share? 
3. What is the difference between giving and sharing? 
4. Is it good to keep giving things away? 
5. When might it not be good to keep giving things away? 

(Possible examples) Abusing your gift? (like ruining it) Wasting it? Not caring about it/valuing 
it? Selling it? Laughing at you about it? Hating you for it? Giving it to somebody else? Giving it 
to somebody else, whom you hate? Using it to hurt, harm, or threaten you?

6. Suppose Annabelle would be sad if the yarn ever ran out. Should she keep the yarn safe (and for special 
occasions only) or keep giving the yarn away to things that don't even need it (like pickup trucks and 
buildings)?

7. Can we get happiness from giving away things? 
8. Did you ever give something away, and that made you happy? 
9. Did you ever give something away and that made you sad, or you wished you hadn't? 
10.What about giving away the very last of something you have? Is that different from giving away only 

some of what you have? 

Original material from www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org used and republished under Attribution-Non 
Commercial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.  

http://www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

